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cians were to sit for the space of two hours
each morning to give advice and a little
medicine, to those persons who were in
the unfortunate situation in which I was
placed. I am, Sir, your obedient servant
 Sept. 12. H. LEE.

MR. KING.&mdash;THE CONCOURS.&mdash;THE COL-
LEGE.&mdash;THE LONDON UNIVERSITY.

T. KING.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;In the abstract of my evidence
before the Medical Committee, which ap-
peared in the last number of THE LANCET,
one of my answers respecting the concours
in Paris runs thus :-" At the time I was
elected &c." It ought to be, "At the time
I was elected Interne to tlae Parisian Hos-
pitals." My answer to question in para-
graph 709, refers also to this appointment.
While on this subject I must express my

satisfaction that you are beginning to ad-
vocate election by concours. Without this
it matters little to those who have only
merit and industry to recommend them,
what reforms are effected, what iiistitu7.
tions founded, or to what men, Tories,
Whigs, or Radicals, the appointment of
professors and medical officers is entrusted.
Taking my own case, adverted to in the
same evidence, am I not bound to acknow-
ledge that it met with more justice from
the Council of the Royal College of Sur-
geons than from that of the London Uni-
versity ? The one had regard to facts, ad-
mitted me to examination, and recognised
my lectures ; from the other I, and I be-
lieve others, as candidates for professor.
ships, in. vain solicited to be confronted
with our competitors in a fair public trial.
I remain your obedient servant, 

- 

’

. Hanover-street, Sept. 16.

*** With all deference to Mr. KING, we
much doubt if two things more unlike
than the admission to an examination for a
surgical diploma, and the admission to com-
pete for a chair in a medical school, were
ever before compared. We cannot our-

selves trace the slightest similitude
between the positions of two candi-
dates so severally circumstanced. To

draw, therefore, from such premises, con-
clusions in favour of the one close and

corrupt body, to the disadvantage of the
other close, but certainlynot corrupt, body,
is what we cannot regard to be correct as
a process of reasoning. The Council by
their concessions allowed Mr. KING to pay

: two-and-twenty guineas for a piece of

paper, the possession of which conferred
on him no right or privilege of any descrip-
tion -nay, which procured for him forcible

ejection from the very building in the
coffers of which he had petitioned for leave
to pay his money. The conductors of the
London University, in the concession
which was sought to be obtained from

them, were solicited to grant to Mr. KING
the opportunity of deriving an income ex-
tending to what that gentleman probably
estimates at nearly fifty times the sum
which he handed over to the Examiners
of the College. How, then, to rank the
concession of the Council as " more just 

"

than the refusal of the University we know
not.

CHRIST’S HOSPITAL.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;You have so repeatedly advocated
the cause of the suffering boys at Christ’s
Hospital, that I make no apology for again
intruding the subject on your notice, for I
perceive a danger of their health being
placed, at the new election for surgeon to
that institution, under the care’ of some
stripling of the school of St. Bartholomew’s.
Each surgeon of that hospital has his fa-
vourite pupil, and is always on the look-
out to find him a stepping-stone to prac-
tice, looking only to the welfare of his
proteg&eacute;, and totally forgetting that of the
hundreds over whom he is to preside.
Where would a Lloyd have been if he
had not been so placed, and a Poynder
supported him here through all emer-
gencies ? Would a Benningtonhave been
known or heard of if a Lawrence had
not recommended him on a voyage of ex--
periment to Hertford ? The latter pro-
tege now offers himself to be the resident
medical officer for the town establishment.
Then I am told, also, that Mr. Stanley has
his favonrite youth. The Treasurer of St.
Bartholomew’s lends his interest to another
youth, in return for friendship experienced
at his father’s hands, when there was
some talk about "large balances" in the
coffers of that treasurer. Mr. Lloyd, too,
most probably can recommend a pupil of
his; but surely such tyros ought not to be
suffered to become candidates for an office
which should only be filled by some gen-
tleman of established character and repu-
tation in the profession.
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I congratulate the boys on the refiigna-
tion of their late venerable apothecary.
The step was rather sudden at last, but
some complaints, it is said, were made
by the parents of a boy who died soon
after he was taken home,-taken home,
because the father was not satisfied with
the opinion of the old gentleman, "that
nothing was the matter with him." I am,
Sir, your obedient servant,

A PARENT OF A BLUE.
London, Sept. 14th, 1835,

MR. ROBERTS AND DR. CLANNY.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;As you have inserted Dr. Clanny’s
accusation against me,-an accusation
which, if true, ought to exclude me from
the society of all honourable men,-I feel
assured, from your invariable justice and
liberality, that you will give me, if I am
able, the opportunity of refuting it. In

doing so I wish to be as brief as the sub-
ject will allow, and therefore beg to place
before you and your readers a clear state-
ment of what passed at the London Uni-
versity on the occasion referred to by Dr.
Clanny, and with it the evidence by which
its truth is supported. For it certainly
appears that Dr. Clanny is, on this sub-
ject, labouring under a lamentable state of
mental delusion. His accusation against
me, which I beg leave to give in his own
words, that he may have no cause to com-
plain of misrepresentation, is-that " I
had, in a very dexterous manner, when
trimming his lamp, changed the wire,
substituting a piece of remarkably thick
wire for a piece which was of the finest
texture." He calls it " a trick," and as-
serts " that I at last confessed having
changed this wire." He (Dr. Clanny)
further states, that " he was indignant at
such a trick being performed, and ex-
pressed himself so in no measured terms,
and refused to permit Mr. Pereira to ex-
periment upon, or me to trim, his lamp a
second time." To this he adds, "in which
decision he had the sanction of the Hon.
Chairman and several other gentlemen
present." He also says, in his second
letter, that " I stated at the same time, as
an apology, that the wire which I had
found across his lamp had accidentally
broken in my hand, when I was supply-
ing cotton and oil to the said lamp;" and
he actually puts this sentence in inverted
commas, as if it contained the identical
words used by me. The facts are these :-
Dr. Clanny brought the lamp in question

untrimmed, and as it will appear, ttnfur-
nished with any piece of wire, to tb e Lon-
don University. It is true he made a re-

quest to me to trim his lamp, whileI was
engaged in Dr. Turner’s laboratory trim-
ming my own lamp, but I promised to
trim his as soon as I had an opportunity,
which I accordingly did. When 1 took

up Dr. Clanny’s lamp I found no wire in
it, but I found a piece of wire on the table
by the side of it, brought by Mr. Pease,
which I naturally thought was intended
for the purpose to which I then applied it,
as there was no other wire that I saw in
the room. I therefore placed it in Dr.

Clanny’s lamp, which I had previously
supplied with cotton and oil. Mr. Bal-
main, Dr. Turner’s assistant, who was
waiting for it, then took it from me to the
lecture-table in the chemical theatre for
trial. When Mr. Pereira had passed the
flame through it, Dr. Clanny was evidently
much annoyed, and on his taking it from
Mr. Pereira, he immediately said that a
wrong wire had been put into it, and charged
me with having substituted that wire for
the proper one. 1 instantly came for-
ward, and stated that I had found no wire
in the lamp, and that the piece then in it
had been placed there by me-that I had
found this wire, and it only, by the side of
the lamp, and consequently considered that
it was intended by Dr. Clanny for it. On
this occurrence Mr. Pease left his seat,
and came forward to the lecture-table to

investigate this matter, which he did fully,
and then stated publicly that his wire had
been brought by him for anollie2- lamp, but
which he had not mentioned to me. Dr.

Clanny then opened the box in which he
had brought his lamps, where lie found
the identical wire he ought to have given
for this lamp. Be it observed that there
were two of Dr. Clanny’s lamps of the
same construction at this time on the lec-
ture-table, one of which-that withdrawn
by him without a trial had the proper
wire-was trimmed and lighted in his

presence on the lecture-table before the
chairman, the whole of the committee and
the spectators, and what is more, had
never been in my hands. Such I assert
are the facts. My proofs are these :-

From Mr. Pease, M.P., Chairman of the
Committee.

"To Messrs. Upton and Roberts.-Having been
asked as Chairman of the Committee of the House
of Commons, how far the experiment upon Dr.
Clanny’s safety-lamp with improvements was a

fair experiment, I am quite ready to state my
opinion, that owing to the defective trimming, the
experiment could nut be deemed a final one-be-
cause it afterwards appeared that the lamp had not
been trimmed agreeably to the Dr.’s system-but
that there was any, even the most remote design,
to give an unfair preference to any lamp, on the


